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Christ achieved through endeavour. As Catholics, we endeavour
to achieve, in the name of Christ, to help all to grow in
understanding, faith, love, respect and knowledge about God,
ourselves and others.
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Justus et 

Tenax Propositi 

– Just and 

Firm of Purpose

Welcome
Thank you for your interest in Archbishop Ilsley Catholic School. We are a large and popular Catholic School with a team of highly dedicat-
ed and professional staff who are devoted to the education and wellbeing of our students.

We are a Catholic School and our community is founded on the gospel values of peace, truth, justice and love. Our school motto is ‘Justus 
et Tenax Propositi’ which means ‘Just and Firm of Purpose’. Everything we do in our school is based on the gospel values and our motto 
as we strive for every child to achieve their very best.

At Archbishop Ilsley Catholic School we believe that academic success and character education are of equal importance. It is our vision 
that every child will leave our school with the academic qualifications and personal qualities they need in order to be successful, thrive 
in an increasingly demanding world and be kind and compassionate citizens.  With guidance from expert teachers and the support from 
an excellent pastoral system, your child will have the opportunity to develop a life-long love of learning and a desire to succeed. 

As well as professional and caring staff, we have a range of facilities and resources to support your child in all aspects of their life at 
school. We have an extensive range of after school clubs, outstanding facilities for sport and a thriving sixth form where many of our 
students choose to continue their education with us after the age of 16. Our school chapel is at the centre of the spiritual life of the school 
and we offer many opportunities for our students to take part in educational visits in the UK and overseas. 

We believe that parents choose to send their children here because they share our high expectations and insistence on the highest stand-
ards in every aspect of school life including uniform, discipline, attitudes to learning and respect. We are proud of our diverse intake and 
our students show great tolerance and support for each other, irrespective of their differences. 

Every child’s journey is different and at Archbishop Ilsley we have the staff, resources and facilities to help your child fulfil their potential. 
Christ achieved through endeavour and in our school we endeavour to ensure that every child achieves their very best.

I hope that you enjoy visiting our school and I look forward to meeting you in person.

Miss Helen Burrows - Headteacher
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Archbishop Ilsley Catholic School supports parents in nurturing the faith of their children.  We enable our students to grow
in the love of God, to deepen their understanding of creation, and to pray and celebrate the sacraments.  We provide
opportunities to explore values and beliefs, to recognise the rights of others and respect those who have different beliefs.
We encourage questioning, reflection and growth in self-awareness and prepare students to think spiritually, ethically and
theologically to develop their awareness of the benefits and challenges of religious commitment in daily life.  

The existence of our own chapel demonstrates the commitment Archbishop Ilsley Catholic School has in ensuring that all
students have the opportunity to grow in their faith.  

Assemblies are an integral part of school life where the community joins together to pray and celebrate publicly the
individual achievements of the students.

Ethos
The Catholic Life of the School

Supporting parents 
in nurturing the faith

of their children.

Archbishop Ilsley Prospectus Inners.qxp_Layout 1  12/08/2016  17:14  Page 2



A caring and friendly school. Tolerance and understanding of
different faiths and cultures are actively promoted within the
Catholic ethos of the school. OFSTED
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The behaviour of students is outstanding.
There is an exceptionally strong climate
for learning in the school. OFSTED
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Excellence
Sound pastoral care within a
well-structured learning environment
At the heart of any successful school is strong pastoral care, alongside high expectations.  When your child joins Archbishop
Ilsley Catholic School, they are assigned to one of our House groups.  Each House group comprises of small tutor groups with
students of mixed ages, led by two form tutors. This small family unit supports and guides each child academically and
pastorally. Our positive discipline procedures focus on encouraging good behaviour. We have clear rewards and sanctions,
and our expectation is that the ethos within the school will encourage every individual to achieve their best: not only
academically, but also spiritually, whilst allowing others to do the same.

Our students make great progress and
develop into well-rounded, independent,

caring, courteous and exceptional citizens.
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The quality of teaching is good across the whole school in
the full range of subjects. OFSTED
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Embracing the Future
Our Successful Sixth Form
A huge advantage of attending Archbishop Ilsley Catholic School is the opportunity to study in the supportive and
structured environment of our very own Sixth Form. Students benefit from the strong sense of community and
aspiration.  At the same time, it is imperative to us that we support each student to achieve to the best of their ability
– we are all about the individual.

A broad and varied curriculum offers many exciting additional opportunities in which to excel and our committed
team of tutors and support staff are well placed to ensure that each student moves successfully onto the next stage
of their career path.

Dedicated Sixth Form facilities enhance the learning experience.  Our extra-curricular programme, along with
opportunities for leadership, residential visits and trips abroad all help to drive ambition and motivation and
encourage students to shine, not only academically but also as well-rounded, resourceful and confident human beings.

The Sixth Form is good.
Sixth Form students make
good progress in a wide
range of subjects. They
make an outstanding
contribution to the life of
the school as role models
and ambassadors.
OFSTED
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Exciting 
An inspiring curriculum
Students develop a range of learning styles as a variety of teaching methods are implemented by staff, carefully planning to cater
for all needs.  The school is well equipped with the latest computing facilities.  Our curriculum produces learners with strong
literacy, numeracy and computing skills.  Students are creative, resourceful and able to solve problems; they have enquiring minds
and think for themselves, enjoy learning and are well motivated.  We believe our curriculum creates confident individuals with a
sense of self-worth, secure values and beliefs, open to the excitement and inspiration offered by the world around them.

Enrichment  
Learning outside the classroom

Students’ education at Archbishop Ilsley Catholic School is enriched by a wide range of activities occurring both after school
and during lunchtime.  Field trips, visits abroad, visits to the theatre and museums and outings are established parts of the
extra-curricular life of the school. We have an extra-curricular sporting programme, participate in the Duke of Edinburgh Award
Scheme and the School Production provides opportunities for dancing, singing and playing musical instruments. We regularly
and successfully organise a range of charitable, fund raising events, generously supported by our students and their families.

Everyone works together in
seeking to achieve our stated

aim of enabling students to
endeavour to achieve their

God-given potential.

Our school
is wonderful.
I love this
school.
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Christ achieved through endeavour. As Catholics, we endeavour
to achieve, in the name of Christ, to help all to grow in
understanding, faith, love, respect and knowledge about God,
ourselves and others.
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