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Product Design A Level

Exam Board:
AQA
Subject Specific Criteria:

e Grade 5 in GCSE Design and Technology is
arequirement

e Grade 5 in GCSE English Language

e Grade 5 in GCSE Mathematics

Think about the products that you love. Your
mobile phone with its elegant curves was designed
on a computer screen. The car you yearn for,
started life as a reduced size clay model. A building
that you admire sprang from the drawing board of
an architect. And it’s not a new phenomenon. Our
fascination with Product Design goes back to flint
arrowheads and earthenware pots.

A level Product Design covers four main topics and
you’ll study two of these each year. In ‘Materials,
components and application’” - you’ll look at
materials, production processes and the impact of
cost and design. In ‘Learning through designing
and making’ you’ll produce some coursework
using your own design with a range of materials
and media.

In the second year, you'll get to grips with ‘Design

and manufacture’ - helping you to appreciate the
relationship between design and technology, or
form and function. ‘Design and making in practice’
is the practical, coursework part. You’ll make an
object and record the processes that you went
through

Assessment:
PAPER 1 WRITTEN PAPER 2 HOURS 30 %
PAPER 2 WRITTEN PAPER 2 HOURS 20 %

COURSEWORK APPROX 45 HOURS 50 %

Skills Required:

Independent learning

A good level of written English

An interest in the design, engineering or
architecture

A creative and inquisitive mind

Course Information:

Product Design is a satisfying career. You have an
idea and with the use of tools such as cardboard
or computers-it comes to life. Imagine how
satisfying it must be for the person who designed
the Apple earpods or the Dyson vacuum cleaner to
hold the finished product in their hand.

Future Opportunities:

Product Design could take you into a number of
exciting career paths. Of course there’s product
design, industrial design, graphics design or
automotive design. But what about computer
generated cartoons? Or maybe the Computer
Aided Design and manufacturing industry appeals
to you more? This course could take you into
architecture, teaching, manufacturing, advertising
or engineering.

Subject Enrichment:

e Use of CAD/CAM equipment- 3D
Rhinoceros, laser cutter, 3D Printer.

e Trips have included- ThinkTank,
University of Birmingham to explore
Engineering, Eco Home in Birmingham.



