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Nouns and articles - gender

A noun@® refers to a person, a thing or a concept. Unlike in English, all French
nouns have a gender. This means that each noun is masculine® or
feminine®, and any article® accompanying it has to be masculine or
feminine too. In English, these articles are ‘the’, ‘a’ (or ‘an’) and 'some".

masculine feminine plural
the le la les
a (or an), some un une des

Masculine and feminine nouns

All female family members are feminine and all male family members are
masculine. For example:

o la tante - aunt

 la sceur - sister

 le grand-pére - grandfather

e le frére - brother

For job titles, the gender depends on whether it is a man or a woman doing
the job. Sometimes the word for the job changes depending on the gender. For
example:

Masculine Feminine English
le directeur la directrice headteacher, director
le coiffeur la coiffeuse hairdresser
Uinfirmier Uinfirmiére nurse

Units of measurement, languages and meals are masculine. For example:

e le litre - litre

* le francgais - French

o le petit déjeuner - breakfast



Prepositions of place

A preposition describes where or when or how something is, in relation to
something else. In English, the words in, on, at, to, with and after are

prepositions.

9 &
[Dans. [ Devant |
Y ¥ &
En

=

(sur |
D  aia s 3

Derriére

& A ol

To describe where something is in relation to something else, use a
preposition of position.

Here are some examples:
dans in (side)
derriére behind
devant in front of
entre between
sous under
sur on

» Le chat est sur la table. — The cat is on the table.

e La souris est sous la table. — The mouse is under the table.



Some prepositions need to be used with de:

a coté de next to

au bord de at the side of
au-dessus de above, over

au milieu de in the middle of
en dehors de outside (of)

en face de opposite

preés de near

Prepositions with de often need to be followed with a definite article ®. With
masculine ® singular® nouns@®, de + le become du. With all plural® nouns
de + les become des. Before a vowel or silent h, de becomes d”. For example:
 La table est a c6té du lit. — The table is next to the bed.

 Le chat est au milieu des fleurs. — The cat is in the middle of the flowers.

 La pharmacie est en face de ’hétel de ville. —- The pharmacy is opposite the town
hall.



Position of adjectives

In French, most adjectives@® come after the noun.® For example:

o Jai les yeux bleus. — | have blue eyes.

» Ma sceur préfere les matiéres pratiques. — My sister prefers practical subjects.

Some adjectives come before the noun, such as grand, petit, bon, joli, mauvais,
nouveau, vieux and beau. For example:

* Il y a un petit parc dans ma ville. - There is a small park in my town.

» On espere avoir de bonnes notes. — We hope to get good grades.

o Elle a admiré la belle vue. — She admired the beautiful view.

Usingnouveau, vieuxandbeau

Three adjectives that come before the noun need special care with
masculine @ /feminine® forms: nouveau, vieux and beau change to nouvel,
vieil and bel with a masculine noun that starts with a vowel or a silent h-. For
example:

e J'ai un nouvel ami. - | have a new friend.

o Elle a un vieil ordinateur. - She has an old computer.

o C’est un bel homme. - He’s a good-looking man.

The feminine is nouvelle, vieille, belle. Add -s for the plural. For example:

e J’'ai une nouvelle idée.- | have a new idea.
e J’habite dans une vieille maison. | live in an old house.

e Les fleurs sont belles. The flowers are beautiful.



Agreement of adjectives

Adjectives @ describe a noun @ and all French adjectives agree with the noun
in gender® and number.

The general rule is that for feminine® nouns, add -e, for masculine @
plural® nouns, add -s, and for feminine plural nouns, add -es.

Masculine singular | Feminine singular | Masculine plural | Feminine plural | English

petit petite petits petites small

grand grande grands grandes big

vert verte verts vertes green
Use intensifiers@ to adjust the intensity of an adjective:
e trés-very
» gssez - quite
* un peu - quite, a bit
» extrémement - extremely
Those intensifiers go before the adjective. For example: Sa maison est trés
moderne. - His/Her house is very modern.
Adjectives must agree with the noun even if they are not right next to each
other in the sentence:
« Je trouve les documentaires trés intéressants. - | find documentaries very

interesting.
o L’eau est extrémement froide. - The water is extremely cold.
Irregular adjectives
Some adjectives @ follow different rules for the way they agree with nouns @.
Ending Feminine Masculine Feminine Masculine Feminine English
ending singular singular plural plural

-eux (except for | -euse ennuyeux ennuyeuse ennuyeux ennuyeuses boring
vieux)
-5 -se mauvais mauvaise mauvais mauvaises bad
-e -e jaune Jjaune Jjaunes Jjaunes yellow
-er -ére premier premiere premiers premiéres first
-f -ve sportif sportive sportifs sportives sporty
-C -che blanc blanche blancs blanches white
-on -onne bon bonne bons bonnes good
-1 -lle gentil gentille gentils gentilles kind
ien -ienne ancien ancienne anciens anciennes old




Comparatives

Comparing two nouns

To compare two nouns®, use plus ... que (more ... than), moins ... que (less ...
than) or aussi ... que (as ... as.) In this context que means ‘than’. For example:

e o

» Mon chat est plus grand que ton chien. — My cat is bigger than your dog.

* Le vélo est beaucoup moins rapide que la voiture. — The bike is much slower (less
fast) than the car.

» Les maisons sont aussi belles que les appartements. — The houses are as
beautiful as the flats.

‘Better’ and ‘worse’ are irregular® comparatives @. For example:
bon (good) — meilleur (better)
mauvais (bad) — pire (worse)

¢ Mes notes sont meilleures que l'année derniére. — My grades are better than last
year.

« Le temps était pire qu’'en Italie. - The weather was worse than in Italy.

Superlatives

Comparing more than two nouns

Use superlatives to say something is the most or the least
interesting/exciting, the biggest/smallest or the best/worst, and so on.

In French, use the definite article @, (le/la/les) then plus or moins. The
adjective @ must still agree with the noun®.

o 1 d

For example, the superlatives of intéressant are:

Masculine singular | Feminine singular Masculine plural Feminine plural

le plus intéressant | la plus intéressante | les plus intéressants | les plus intéressantes

le moins intéressant | la moins intéressante | les moins intéressants | les moins intéressantes




‘Best’ and ‘worst’ are irreqular® superlatives in French:

bon (good) — le meilleur - the best

mauvais (bad) — le pire - the worst

They go before the noun. For example:

o Elle est la meilleure joueuse de foot dans notre collége. — She’s the best football

player in our school.

o C’était le pire moment de l’année. — It was the worst time of the year.

If the noun is feminine®, add an -¢, if the noun is masculine® plural @, add
an -s and for feminine plural nouns, add -es.

Possessive adjectives

To express who something belongs to (my, your, our), use a
possessive adjective @. In French, the possessive adjective agrees with the
gender @ of the thing owned, not the owner.

English masculine | feminine | plural (masculine and feminine)
my mon ma mes
your (familiar singular) | ton ta tes
his/her/its son sa ses
our notre notre nos
your (formal/plural) votre votre VoS
their leur leur leurs

Mon, ton and son are used instead of ma, ta and sa before a feminine® word
starting with a vowel or silent -h. This makes pronunciation easier.




Demonstrative adjectives

Ce, cet, cette and ces

To say ‘this’ or ‘that, use ce, cet or cette. To say ‘these’ or ‘those’, use ces. These
are demonstrative adjectives ©@.

Masculine (starting with a consonant) | Masculine (starting with a vowel or ‘h’) | Feminine | Plural
ce cet cette ces
For example:

» Ce gargon est trés intelligent. — This/That boy is very intelligent.

» Cet homme est tres beau. — This/That man is very handsome.

Cette fille est treés courageuse. — This/That girl is very brave.

Ces enfants sont mignons. — These/Those children are cute.




Subject pronouns

Pronouns take the place of a noun®. So for example, instead of using a girl’s
name, you might say ‘she’. Instead of listing all the people you saw, you might
say ‘them’. ‘She’ and ‘them’ are pronouns in English.

Subject pronouns are used as the subject® of a sentence - who or what is
doing the action of the verb®. For example:

Jeanne fait ses devoirs. Elle fait ses devoirs. - Jeanne does her homework. She
does her homework.

Elle replaces Jeanne who is the subject of the sentence.

Mes parents vont aller a la piscine. Ils vont aller a la piscine. - My parents are
going to the swimming pool. They're going to go to the swimming pool.

Ils replaces Mes parents, the subject of the sentence.

je /j’ (before a vowel or ‘h’) I

tu you (singular informal)

it he/it (masculine nouns)

elle she/it (feminine nouns)

on one/we

nous we

vous you (singular formal or plural)
ils they (masculine nouns)

elles they (feminine nouns)

The use of on
On is more informal than nous and is often used when chatting to friends.
On can mean ‘one’, ‘you’, ‘we’ or ‘someone’. For example:

¢ On ne sait jamais. — One never knows. /You never know.
 On veut aller au parc ce soir. - We want to go to the park this evening.

e On t'a envoyé un texto. — Someone has sent you a text. / You’ve been sent a
text.



Direct object pronouns

What is a direct object pronoun?

The direct object of a sentence is the person or thing that the action (verb @)

is done to. For example:

e Je mange une pomme - I'm eating an apple.

Je is the subject, the person who is doing the action. Une pomme is the object

because it is on the receiving end of the action.

Direct object pronouns replace that noun® and are used to talk about
something without repeating the whole phrase. For example, ‘I like them’

instead of ‘I like the dogs’.

me / m’ (before a vowel or ‘h’)

me

te / t’ (before a vowel or ‘h’)

you (singular informal)

le /I (before a vowel or ‘h’)

him / it (masculine nouns)

la /I’ (before a vowel or ‘h’)

her / it (feminine nouns)

nous

us

vous

you (singular formal and plural)

les

them




Positioning direct object pronouns

Generally, the direct object pronoun comes between the subject and the
verb:

Sl direct object pronoun JEES m

Examples:

» Je mange ton sandwich. Je le mange. - 'm eating your sandwich. I'm eating it.

o J'adore les lapins. Je les adore. - | love rabbits. | love them.

In a negative sentence, the direct object pronoun comes after the ne :

Coviec SO o TR v icronun TR o SR

Examples:
« Je n‘aime pas les champignons. Je ne les aime pas. - | don’t like mushrooms. |
don’t like them.

» Je n’étudie pas l'allemand. Je ne I’étudie pas. - | don’t study German. | don’t
study it.



If a verb is followed by aninfinitive @, the direct object pronoun comes just
before the infinitive:

conjugated form
m + of the verb Sl direct object pronoun JEES m

Examples:

» Je voudrais manger les carottes. Je voudrais les manger. - | would like to eat the
carrots. | would like to eat them.

* Tu dois terminer ton travail ? Tu dois le terminer ? - Do you have to finish your
work? Do you have to finish it?

In the perfect tense @, the pronoun goes before the auxiliary @ verb:

' rect obj it s 4
Sl direct object pronoun JEES Sl past participle

Examples:
e Elle a bu le coca et elle a aimé le coca. Elle ’a bu et elle I’'a aimé. - She drank the
cola and she liked the cola. She drank it and she liked it.

e Mes parents ont acheté les billets. Mes parents les ont achetés. - My parents
bought the tickets. My parents bought them.



The present tense

French verbs @ have different endings depending on who is doing the action.
To form the present tense @, take the ending off the infinitive® and add the
following endings:

-er verbs (jouer - to play) | -ir verbs (finir - to finish) | -re verbs (vendre - to sell)
je joue finis vends
tu Jjoues finis vends
il/elle/on | joue finit vend
nous jouons finissons vendons
vous Jjouez finissez vendez
ils/elles | jouent finissent vendent

Using the table above, work out the present tense for the following:

Example: We finish (Nous, finir)

Nous finissons

Irregular verbs - avoir and étre

Avoir is irregular, so it doesn’t follow the same rules as reqular verbs:

jai | have

tu as you have
ilfelle/on a he/she/it has
nous avons we have

vous avez you have
ils/elles ont they have

Avoir is often used in the same way as ‘to have’ in English. For example:

» Jai un chien. - | have a dog.

e Ils ont une maison en France. — They have a house in France.




However, it sometimes translates to the verb ‘to be’, or it is found in
expressions where completely different verbs are used in English. Common
expressions using avoir include:

e avoir chaud -to be hot

avoir froid - to be cold

e avoir faim —to be hungry

* avoir soif - to be thirsty

 avoir raison - to be right

e avoir tort — to be wrong

e avoir ... ans-to be ... years old
e avoir besoin de — to need

e avoir envie de — to want to

Etre (to be) is another common irregular verb:

je suis lam

tues you are
il/felle/on est he/she/it is
nous sommes we are
vous étes you are
ils/elles sont they are

Etre is often used with adjectives. For example:

e Ma mére est italienne. - My mum is Italian.
 Je suis trés grand(e). — | am very tall.

o Ils sont travailleurs. — They are hardworking.



Irregular verbs - other irregular present-
tense verbs

In addition to avoir (to have) and étre (to be) many common verbs@® are
irregular. They do not follow the same patterns as regular verbs in the
present tense @.

Common irregular verbs include:

aller - to go | faire -to do/make | pouvoir - can/to be able to | vouloir-to want
je vais Je fais je peux je veux

tu vas tu fais tu peux tu veux
il/ellefon va | il/felle/on fait ilfelle/on peut il/elle/on veut
nous allons | nous faisons nous pouvons nous voulons
vous allez vous faites vous pouvez vous voulez
ils/elles vont | ils/elles font ils/elles peuvent ils/elles veulent

croire — to believe | voir-tosee | devoir-tohave to | boire-to drink
je crois je vois Je dois je bois

tu crois tu vois tu dois tu bois
il/elle/on croit il/elle/on voit | il/elle/on doit il/elle/on boit
nous croyons nous voyons nous devons nous buvons
vous croyez vous voyez vous devez vous buvez
ils/elles croient ils/elles voient | ils/elles doivent ils/elles boivent




mettre—-to put | dire-tosay/tell | sortir-to goout | écrire-to write
Jje mets jedis jesors Jécris
tu mets tu dis tu sors tu écris
il/elle/fon met il/elle/on dit il/elle/on sort il/elle/on écrit
nous mettons nous disons nous sortons nous écrivons
vous mettez vous dites vous sortez vous écrivez
ils/elles mettent | ils/elles disent ils/elles sortent ils/elles écrivent

Although these verbs are irregular, they have patterns that make them easier
to remember. The je and tu forms are usually the same, the nous form always
ends in -ons and the vous form almost always ends in -ez.

Reflexive verbs

Reflexive verbs describe an action that you do to yourself or something that
reflects back to yourself. They have to include a reflexive pronoun @, which
changes depending on who is doing the action.

For example:

se laver to wash (yourself)
Jje me lave I wash (myself)
tu te laves you wash (yourself)
il/elle/on se lave he/she/one washes (himself/herself/oneself)
nous nous lavons we wash (ourselves)

vous vous lavez

you wash (yourself)

ils/elles se lavent

they wash (themselves)

The verb laver is conjugated in the same way as a regular -er verb.




Using the perfect tense

Most verbs use avoir as an auxiliary @ verb.
These are the key elements needed to form the perfect tense with avoir:

e The subject® - je, tu, il, etc. or a name or a person or thing, eg Sophie/ma
mere/mon livre.

e The auxiliary verb - the present tense of avoir.

Jj'ai | have

tu as you have
il/elle/on a he/she/it has
nous avons we have

vous avez you have
ils/elles ont they have

e The past participle® - mangé (ate), fini (finished), attendu (waited), etc.

Regular past participles are formed by removing the infinitive ending -er, -ir or
-re and adding -é, -i or -u.

Infinitive ending | Past participle ending Example
-er -é manger - to eat / - j’ai mangé - | ate
-ir -i finir - to finish / nous avons fini - we finished

-re -u attendre - to wait / ils ont attendu - they waited




Some common verbs have irreqular@ past participles:

Infinitive Past participle Example
avoir - to have eu - had J'ai eu de bonnes notes. - | had good grades.
boire - to drink bu - drunk As-tu bu de l'eau ? - Have you drunk some water?
devoir - to have to di - had to Il a di aller au supermarché. - He had to go to the supermarket.
dire - to say dit - said Elle a dit: « Bonjour ! » - She said “Hello!”
étre - to be été - been Je n'ai jamais été si content. — | have never been so happy.

faire - to do, to make

fait - done, made

Vous avez fait vos devoirs ? - Have you done your homework?

prendre - to take, have

pris - taken

Elles ont pris leur petit dejeuner. - They had their breakfast.

pouvoir - to be able to

pu - been able to

Ils ont pu aider leur copain. - They were able to help their friend.

vivre - to live vécu -lived Elles ont vécu en France. - They lived in France.
voir - to see vu - seen J'ai vu le voleur. - | saw the thief.
lire - to read {u - read As-tu lu ce roman ? - Have you read this novel?

recevoir - to receive

recu - received

Nous avons recu beaucoup de cadeaux. - We received lots of presents.




The perfect tense with étre

Forming the perfect tense with étre

Some verbs use étre as an auxiliary @ verb. They are usually verbs that
involve movement, such as aller (to go), arriver (to arrive), sortir (to go out) and
partir (to leave). Reflexive verbs @ also use étre.

The key elements needed to form the perfect tense with étre are:

e The subject® - je, tu, il, etc, or a name or a person or thing, eg Sophie/ma
mere/mon livre.

e The auxiliary verb - the present tense of étre.

je suis lam

tues you are
il/elle/on est he/she/it is
nous sommes we are
vous étes you are
ils/elles sont they are

The key difference between avoir verbs and the étre verbs is that when using
étre, the past participle agrees with the subject of the verb, in gender and
number:

Singular Plural

Masculine - +5

Feminine +e +es

For example:

e Elle est allée a la banque. - She went to the bank.

e [ls sont sortis avec leurs copains. — They (masculine, or both masculine and
feminine) went out with their friends.



Remembering the perfect tense with étre

Using the perfect tense with étre

The most common verbs that take étre can be memorised using the acronym
MR VANS TRAMPED:

Monter - to go up / monté - went up
Rester - to stay / resté - stayed
Venir - to come / venu - came

Aller - to go / allé - went

Naitre - to be born / né - was born
Sortir - to go out / sorti - went out
Tomber - to fall / tombé - fell
Retourner - to return / retourné - returned
Arriver - to arrive / arrivé - arrived
Mourir - to die / mort - died

Partir - to leave / parti - left

Entrer - to enter / entré - entered

Descendre - to go down / descendu - went down



The imperfect tense

When to use the imperfect tense

The imperfect tense is used to describe something that used to happen, and
to describe something or someone in the past. It can be used to describe what
was happening when something else took place. For example:

 J'écoutais de la musique quand il est arrivé. - | was listening to music when he

arrived.

* Quand j'étais plus jeune, je jouais au tennis chaque samedi. - When | was

younger, | used to play tennis every Saturday.

The most commonly used expressions in the imperfect tense are: il y avait
(there was/were) and c’était (it was). For example:

» Quand j'étais petit, il y avait des arbres dans notre jardin. — When | was little,
there were trees in our garden.

* Onn‘a pas pu aller au parc d’attractions parce que c’était trop fermé. - We
couldn’t go to the theme park because it was closed.

Forming the imperfect tense

To form the imperfect tense, take the nous form of the present tense @,
remove the -ons and add the following endings:

imperfect Example: jouer-to Example: finir - to Example: vendre - to
endings play finish sell

nousform of present Jjouons finissons vendons
tense
remove-ons jou finiss vend
Je ais Jjouais finissais vendais
tu ais Jouais finissais vendais
ilfelle/on ait Jouait finissait vendait
nous ions jouions finissions vendions
vous iez Jouiez finissiez vendiez
ils/elles aient Jjouaient finissaient vendaient




Etreis the only irreqular® verb in the imperfect tense. The stem is irregular
but the endings are the same as for regular verbs in the imperfect tense

Jétais | was

tu étais you (singular, informal) were
il/elle/on était he/she/one was

nous étions we were

vous étiez you (formal or plural)
ils/elles étaient they were




Talking about the future

 The futur proche (near future tense) describes what is going to happen with
certainty and is very commonly used in French. For example, Je vais faire les
courses. —I'm going to do some shopping.

» The futur simple (simple future) describes what will happen for predictions
and future projects and in sentences with si and quand. For example, J'irai a
Cuniversité si j'ai mon bac. - I'll go to university if | pass my A levels.

e Verbs that denote a future wish, with an infinitive @, are often used to talk
about the future. For example, Je voudrais aller a l'université a l'avenir. — |
would like to go to university in the future.

Useful verbs denoting a future wish include:

 je voudrais + infinitive (I would like to/I'd like to)

* je veux + infinitive (I want to)

* j'espere + infinitive (I hope to)

* j'ai Uintention de + infinitive (I plan to)

The future can also be expressed using the present tense @ with a future time

phrase. For example, on va au cinéma cet aprés-midi. — we’re going to the
cinema this afternoon.

The near future tense

The futur proche (near future) tense describes what is going to happen with
certainty.

Forming the near future tense

To form the futur proche, use the present tense® of aller (to go) plus an
infinitive .

present tense of aller | infinitive (example) English
je vais regarder I’'m going to watch
tu vas manger you’re going to eat
ilfelle/fon | va faire he/she/one is going to do
nous allons avoir we’re going to have
vous allez vivre you’re going to live
ils/elles | vont aller they’re going to go




Forming the negative

To make it negative and say something is not going to happen, put ne ... pas
orn’.. pas around the conjugated verb aller. To say something is never going

to happen, use ne/n’... jamais. For example,

 Nous n’allons pas perdre nos portables. — We aren’t going to lose our mobile
phones.

* Ils ne vont jamais oublier de fermer la porte a clé. - They are never going to

forget to lock the door.

The simple future tense

The futur simple (simple future) describes what will happen for predictions
and future projects.

Form the simple future of regular -er and -ir verbs by taking the infinitive @

and adding the following endings:

Subject Future ending Example English
je -ai Jje mangerai I'll eat
tu -as tu finiras you’ll finish
il/elle/on -a ilfelle/on regardera they’ll watch
nous -ons nous jouerons we’ll play
vous -ez vous parlerez you’ll speak
ils/elles -ont ils/elles partiront they’ll leave

The simple future of regular -re verbs is formed by removing the final -e from

the infinitive and adding the endings above. For example:

e vendre - je vendrai — | will sell / I'll sell

* boire - nous boirons — we will drink / we’ll drink




Irregular stems in the simple future tense

Some common verbs are irregular in the simple future. This means that the
stems are irregular but the endings are the same as for reqular verbs.

Useful irregular verbs in the simple future:

Infinitive Future stem Example English
avoir (to have) aur- Jaurai I’ll have
étre (to be) ser- tu seras you’ll be
faire (to do) fer- il fera he’ll do
aller (to go) ir- elleira she’ll go
devoir (to have to) devr- nous devrons | we’ll have to
pouvoir (to be able to) | pourr- vous pourrez | you'll be able to
vouloir (to want to) voudr- ils voudront they’ll want to
voir (to see) verr- elles verront they’ll see
envoyer (to send) enverr- Jenverrai I’ll send
venir (to come) viendr- tu viendras you’ll come




The conditional - would, could, should

The conditional is used to express what would, could or should happen. It is
used to say what would happen if certain conditions were fulfilled. For
example:

» Je regarderais la télévision toute la journée. — | would watch TV all day.

» Ceserait super!- It would be great!

It is often used with ‘if’ clauses and the imperfect tense® to say what you
would do if the circumstances were different. For example:

o S’ils avaient plus d’argent, ils iraient en France. — If they had more money, they
would go to France.

e Si c’était plus facile, je le ferais tous les jours. - If it was easier, | would do it
every day.

The conditional is formed by adding the imperfect @ tense ending to the
simple future tense @ stem.

The future tense stem is just the infinitive @ for -er and -ir verbs, and the
infinitive minus -e for -re verbs.

Future stem | Conditional endings Example English
je regarder -ais jeregarderais | would watch
tu manger -ais tu mangerais you would eat
ilfellefon | jouer -ait ilfelle/on jouerait | he/she/it would play
nous finir -ions nous finirions we would finish
vous partir -iez vous partiriez you would leave
ilsfelles | vendr -aient ils/elles vendraient | they would sell




The same verbs that have irregular@ stems in the simple future have
irregular stems in the conditional:

Infinitive Future stem Example English
avoir (to have) aur- Jjaurais | would have
étre (to be) ser- tu serais you would be
faire (to do) fer- il ferait he would do
aller (to go) ir- elleirait she would go
devoir (to have to) devr- nous devrions | we would have to/we should
pouvoir (to be able to) | pour- vous pourriez | you would be able to/you could
vouloir (to want to) voudr- ils voudraient | they would want to
voir (to see) verr- elles verraient | they would see




The different negatives

Using negatives including ‘ne... personne’

These negative structures are also formed by sandwiching the negative words
around the conjugated @ verb.®

Negative English Example
form
ne... plus no longer, not any Mon grand-pére ne travaille plus. - My grandfather doesn’t work any
more more.
ne... rien nothing Elle n’a rien bu. - She didn’t drink anything.
ne... jamais never Nous n’allons jamais fumer. - We're never going to smoke.
ne... que only Ils n’ont qu’un petit peu d’argent. - They only have a little bit of money.
ne...ni...ni neither ... nor Tu ne manges ni viande ni poisson ? - Do you eat neither meat nor fish?

To say ‘nobody’, ‘no one’ or ‘not ... anyone’, use ne.... personne. It can be used
in the same way as the negative structures above:

 Je ne connais personne ici. - | don’t know anyone here.

Don’t confuse une personne (a person/someone) with ne ... personne (no one):
 Ily a une personne a la banque. — There is a person/someone at the bank.

* Il n’y a personne a la banque. - There isn’t anyone at the bank.

Personne ... ne can also be used as the subject of the sentence:

» Personne n’est allé au concert hier. - No one went to the concert yesterday.







