
Year 11 

Autumn Term 
Weimar and Nazi Germany: 1918 to 1939 

Spring Term 
The Cold War: 1943 to 1991 

Summer Term 

Key knowledge:  
Establishment (1918-1919): 
The Weimar Republic was formed after Germany's defeat in WWI. 
The abdication of Kaiser Wilhelm II led to the proclamation of a 
democratic government. 
Treaty of Versailles (1919): 
Imposed harsh reparations, territorial losses, and military restrictions. 
Created widespread resentment among the German populace. 
Political Challenges: 
Weaknesses in the Weimar Constitution included proportional 
representation, leading to fragmented parliaments. 
Numerous political parties and extreme groups (e.g., Communists, 
Nazis) competed for power. 
Economic Crises: 
Hyperinflation (1921-1923): Prices soared, savings were wiped out, 
leading to social unrest. 
The Great Depression (1929) led to massive unemployment (over 6 
million by 1932) and further instability. 
Cultural Developments: 
A vibrant cultural scene emerged in the 1920s, with advancements in 
art, cinema, and literature. 
Prominent figures included artists like Otto Dix and filmmakers like 
Fritz Lang. 
Decline of the Weimar Republic: 
Political extremism grew, with the Nazis capitalizing on public 
discontent. 
The 1932 elections saw the Nazis become the largest party in the 
Reichstag. 
Nazi Germany (1933-1939) 
Rise to Power (1933):Adolf Hitler appointed Chancellor on January 30, 
1933. 
The Reichstag Fire (February 1933) was used to justify the Reichstag 
Fire Decree, curtailing civil liberties. 
Consolidation of Power: 
The Enabling Act (March 1933) allowed Hitler to enact laws without 
Reichstag approval, establishing a dictatorship. 
Elimination of opposition through violence, including the Night of the 
Long Knives (1934). 
Totalitarian Control:Formation of a one-party state; political parties 
were banned. 

Key knowledge:  

Origins of the Cold War: 

Tensions arose from ideological differences between the US 

(capitalism) and the USSR (communism). 

Post-WWII power vacuum and disagreements over Eastern 

Europe’s political future. 

Yalta and Potsdam Conferences (1945): 

Yalta: Allies agreed to divide Germany into occupation zones and 

establish the UN. 

Potsdam: Tensions increased over reparations and the future of 

Poland. 

Iron Curtain (1946): 

Winston Churchill’s speech described the division between 

Eastern (Soviet-controlled) and Western Europe. 

Marshall Plan (1947): 

US economic aid to Western European countries to rebuild 

economies and prevent the spread of communism. 

Containment Policy: 

US strategy to prevent the spread of communism globally, 

articulated by George Kennan. 

Berlin Blockade and Airlift (1948-1949): 

USSR blocked all ground access to West Berlin; the US and allies 

responded with an airlift. 

NATO and the Warsaw Pact (1949/1955): 

NATO: Military alliance of Western countries; a collective 

defense against communism. 

Warsaw Pact: Military alliance of Soviet satellite states in 

response to NATO. 

Brinkmanship between the US and USSR over Soviet missiles in 

Cuba; a major Cold War confrontation. 

Detente (1970s): 

-  



Control over media, education, and culture promoted Nazi ideology. 
Economic Policies: 
Initiatives like the Autobahn construction reduced unemployment. 
Rearmament programs boosted the economy but violated the Treaty 
of Versailles. 
Racial Ideology and Policies: 
Nuremberg Laws (1935) institutionalized racial discrimination against 
Jews. 
Propaganda promoted Aryan supremacy and anti-Semitic views. 
 

A period of eased tensions, characterized by arms control 

agreements like SALT I and the Helsinki Accords. 

Soviet Invasion of Afghanistan (1979): 

USSR’s invasion aimed to support a communist government; 

sparked US opposition and a renewed Cold War. 

Reagan’s Presidency (1981-1989): 

Increased military spending and aggressive anti-communism 

rhetoric, including the "Evil Empire" speech. 

Fall of the Berlin Wall (1989): 

Symbolized the end of communist control in Eastern Europe and 

the decline of Soviet influence. 

Dissolution of the USSR (1991): 

Economic struggles and nationalist movements led to the 

breakup of the Soviet Union and the end of the Cold War. 

Pupils will be able to:   

• Analyse a range of 
primary source linked to 
the topic 

• Evaluate historians 
interpretations on key 
debates regarding 
Weimar and Nazi 
Germany 

  

 

Key Vocabulary:   

Weimar Republic 
Treaty of Versailles 
Hyperinflation 
Great Depression 
Proportional representation 
Hitler 
Enabling Act 
Totalitarianism 
Nuremberg Laws 
Propaganda 
Anschluss 
Militarism 
Aryan supremacy 
Economic recovery 
Political extremism 

Pupils will be able to:  

• Write a 
chronological 
narrative of key 
events 

• Understand the 
consequences of 
key events 

• Explain significance 

 

Key Vocabulary:   
Cold War 
Ideology 
Containment 
Iron Curtain 
Marshall Plan 
NATO 
Warsaw Pact 
Berlin Blockade 
Cuban Missile Crisis 
Detente 
Arms Race 
Glasnost 
Perestroika 
USSR 

 

  

Assessment:  

Anaylse the value of source on Weimar and Nazi Germany 

Make a judgement on historians interpretations of key events. 

Assessment:  
Write a chronological narrative 
Explain two consequences 
Explain the significance of key events 

 

Enrichment Opportunities:  

 

Enrichment Opportunities:   



 

 


