
Year 12 British History: The Making of Modern Britain Part 1 (1951-1979) 
Autumn Term 

The Affluent Society (1951-64) 
Spring Term 

The Sixties (1964-70) 
Summer Term 

The End of the Post-War Economic Consensus (1970-79) 

Key knowledge:  
Politics 
Attlee’s government (1945-51) 
Churchill’s government (1951-55) 
Eden’s government (1955-57) 
Macmillan’s government (1957-1963) 
Labour divisions (1951-64) 
Conservatives’ fall from power 
 
Economy 
Affluence 
Consumerism 
Economic record from 1951 to 1964 

 
Society 
Class and the Establishment 
Women  
Immigration and race relations 
Youth 

 
Foreign Policy 
Britain and Europe 
Britain and the USA 
Britain and the Empire 

Key knowledge:  
Politics 
Wilson, his leadership, and economic policies 
Wilson and the trade unions 
Liberalising legislation of the 1960s 
Northern Ireland 
Was Wilson’s government successful? 
 
Society 
Education 
Media, leisure, science 
Women 
Permissive society 
Youth 
Immigration and race relations 

 
Foreign Policy 
Britain and Europe 
Britain and the USA 
Britain and the Commonwealth 

Key Knowledge:  
Politics 
Heath, his leadership, and policies 
Heath and the trade unions 
Wilson’s government (1974-76) 
Callaghan’s government (1976-79) 
Northern Ireland 

 
Society 
Women 
Youth 
Immigration and race relations 
Environmentalism 

 
Foreign Policy 
Britain and Europe 
Britain and the USA 
Britain and the USSR/China 

 

 

Key Vocabulary:   
Balance of payments 
Butskellism 
Campaign for Democratic Socialism (CDS) 
Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament (CND) 
Clause IV 
Decolonisation 
Domestic policies 
EEC 
Keynesianism 
Mod cons 
Nationalisation 
Satire 
‘Stop-go’ policies 
Unilateral nuclear disarmament 
Welfare state 

 

Key Vocabulary: 
Comprehensive school 
Devaluation 
Europhile 
Eurosceptic 
Pirate radio 
Polytechnics 
Private members’ bill 
Race Relations Board 
Royal Ulster Constabulary 
Second wave feminism 
Tet Offensive 
The Treasury 
White paper 
Wildcat strike 
Women’s lib groups 

 

Key Vocabulary:   

Minority government 

Vote of No Confidence 

Devolution 

U-turn 

New Right 

Lib-Lab Pact 

Winter of Discontent 

NUM 

Stagflation 

Social Contract 

‘Women’s lib groups’ 

Environmentalism 

Provisional IRA 

Nationalism 

Unionism 

Stormont 



Pupils will be able to: 
The A-level course is designed to: 

• Develop their interest in, and enthusiasm for, history and an understanding of its intrinsic value and significance 

• Acquire an understanding of different identities within society and an appreciation of aspects such as social, cultural, religious and ethnic diversity, as appropriate • build on their understanding of the past 
through experiencing a broad and balanced course of study 

• Improve as effective and independent students and as critical and reflective thinkers with curious and enquiring minds 

• Develop the ability to ask relevant and significant questions about the past and to research them 

• Acquire an understanding of the nature of historical study, for example that history is concerned with judgements based on available evidence and that historical judgements are provisional 

• Develop their use and understanding of historical terms, concepts and skills 

• Make links and draw comparisons within and/or across different periods and aspects of the past 

• Organise and communicate their historical knowledge and understanding in different ways, arguing a case and reaching substantiated judgements.  

 
Making of Modern Britain provides for the study in depth of the key political, economic, social and international changes, which helped to mould Britain in the second half of the 20th century. It explores concepts 
such as government and opposition, class, social division and cultural change. It encourages students to reflect on Britain’s changing place in the world as well as the interrelationship between political policies, 
economic developments and political survival 

Assessment:  
Practice Essay Question 
PPE Essay Question 
1951-64 Facts test 

Assessment:  
Practice Source Question 
Practice Essay Question 
1964-70 Facts test 

Assessment:  
Practice Source Question 
PPE Source and Essay Question 
1970-79 Facts test 

Enrichment Opportunities:  

 

Enrichment Opportunities:  
Westminster Trip (House of Commons, Westminster Abbey) 

Enrichment Opportunities: 

 

 


