
 

 

 
Year 8 
 

Autumn Term 
Why does suffering happen? 

 

Spring Term 
 

Summer Term 
 

Key knowledge: 
 
Unit 1: Why Does Suffering Happen?  

● Know the story of the Fall, Genesis 3 

● Know Catholic responses to suffering including 

it being a mystery, a consequence of sin  

● Know and understand the purpose of rules and 

reflecting on the 10 commandments  

● Know the meaning of reconciliation and its 

importance. Reflecting on Jesus, with reference 

to him being called the suffering servant  

● Know the reasons for why God allow suffering  

 
Unit 2: Why did God send the prophets?  
 

● Know what a Prophecy is  
● Know the Old Testament prophet Jeremiah 
● Know why the Prophet Amos calls us to repent  
● Know why prophecies use images to warn and 

promise his people  
● Know who the faithful few that follow God's 

prophecies are  
● Know how prophecies show God as the Judge 

of all Nation  
● Know why Elijah and John the Baptist 

important  
● Know how Advent is connected to prophecy? 
● Know who St Oscar Romero was   

 

Key knowledge: 
 
Unit 3: What is the Kingdom of God? 

● Know what the Kingdom of God is  

● Know how Jesus treated people 

● Know how Jesus treated women  

● Know how Jesus treated Gentiles  

● Know what  Jesus’ parables teach us about the 

Kingdom of God  

● Knowwhy did Jesus healed people  

● Know what the sacrament of Anointing the sick is  

● Know how Jesus’ ministry inspire people  

● Know  how the laity can be witnesses to Christ  

● Know what it means to be a refugee/assumpl 

seeker  

● Know why Catholics should help refugees  

 

Unit 4: Why do Catholics believe in life after death? 

● Know different beliefs on  what happens at the 
end of human life  

● Know what Catholics believe about death, 
judgement, heaven and hell 

● Know what Catholics believe about the humans  
soul  

● Know how Chritians prepare during Lent  
● Know what  the Easter Triduum is  
● Understand what the Bible teaches about the 

Resurrection  
● Know why  the Resurrection is so important in 

Christianity  
● Know what Baptism is and the rite of Baptism 
● Know who should be baptised  
● Know why baptism is necessary  

Key Knowledge: 
 

Unit 5: What are the Sikh Beliefs, Teachings and Practices? 

● Know that different faiths have unique beliefs, practices, and 
perspectives on God and humanity. 

● Know why it is important to respect all faiths and world views 
● Know what Sikhs believe about God (Waheguru). 
● Know what Sikhs believe, everything is a manifestation of 

God's will (Hukam). 
● Sikhs believe in a direct relationship between humans and 

God, where every individual has the ability to connect with 
God through prayer, meditation, and righteous living. 

● Know why Sikhs believe in the equality of all human beings, 
regardless of caste, creed, or gender, and why they reject the 
caste system  

● Know how Sikhs Become God-Centred: Gurmukh, Naam 
Japna, Kirat Karni and Seva. 

● Know what Nihang is:  
● Know what Khalsa means including the Five Ks,  
● Know the key features of  a Gurdwara. 
● Know why the Gurdwara has a social and religious role.  
● Know why prayer is central to Sikh life, with daily prayers 

(Nitnem)  
● Know the features of Naam Karan 
● Know why Sikhs visit important sites like the Golden Temple 

in Amritsar  

 



 

 

● Know what  Jesus’ parables teach about 
eschatology  

● Know what Catholic funeral rites are.  
● Know why  Catholics  believe  purgatory is biblical  

Pupils will be able to:  
 
Unit 1: Why Does Suffering 
Happen?  

● Use Scripture to 
explain why suffering 
causes challenges to 
belief in God 

●  Explain different 
explanations for 
suffering shown in 
the Bible 

● Use Scripture to 
explain Catholic 
interpretations of the 
Fall 

● Use Scripture to 
explain the relation 
between rules and 
the covenants  

● To be able to explain 
how consciousness 
relates to beliefs in 
God 

● Use Scripture to 
explain why 
reconciliation is so 
important 

●  Explain the concept 
of ‘suffering servant’ 
in Isaiah  

● Explain how suffering 
can lead to a good 
outcome 

● Explain why 
theodicies were 
developed 

● Use Scripture to 

Key Vocabulary:  
 
Unit 1:  

● Theologians   
● Suffering  
● Problem of 

Evil   
● Conscience  
● Free Will 
● The Fall  
● Original Sin   
● Salvation 

  
 

● Unit 2:  

• Prophet  

• Prophecies  

• Ministry  

• Social Justice  

• Repent  

• Atone  

• Righteousness  

• Imagery  

• Idolatry  

• Remnant  
 

Pupils will be able to: 
 

Unit 1: What is the Kingdom of 
God? 

● Use Scripture to 
explain the meaning of 
the Kingdom of God 

● Use Scripture to 
explain why we should 
treat the marginalised 
with dignity, 
compassion and 
respect 

● Use Scripture to 
explain why Jesus 
performed miracles  

● Use Scripture to 
explain the importance 
of equality 

● Explain the meaning of 
Jesus’ parables and 
what they reveal to us 
about the Kingdom of 
God  

● Use Scripture and 
modern examples of 
how the laity can be 
witnesses to Christ 

● Use Scripture to 
explain the importance 
of Baptism 

 
Unit 4: Why do Catholics 

believe in life after death? 

● Use Scripture to 
explain why Catholics 
believe human have a 

Key Vocabulary:  
 

● Kingdom of God  
● Gentiles  
● Healing  
● Anointing  
● Laity  
● Eschatology  
● Resurrection  
● Baptism  
● Parable  
● Easter Triduum  

Pupils will be able to: 
 

● To be able to explain passages 
from the Guru Granth Sahib  

● To be able to use  the Guru 
Granth Sahib to explain Sikh 
beliefs about God.  

● To be able to use  the Guru 
Granth Sahib to explain Sikhon 
the importance of prayer and 
meditation. 

● To be able to use  the Guru 
Granth Sahib to explain Sikh 
beliefs on the importance of 
equality, justice and service 

● To be able to explain why the 
Gurdwara had a religious and 
social function.  

 
 
 
 

Key Vocabulary:  
 

● Waheguru 
● Guru Granth 

Sahib  
● Hukam 
● Gurmukh  
● Naam Japna 
● Kirat Karni  
● Seva 
● Nihang 
● Khalsa 
● Kara 
● Kanga   
● Kaccha 
● Kirpan 
● Gurdwara 
● Langar 
● Naam Karan 
● Nitnem 
● Karma 
● Amrit 

 



 

 

explain why people 
choose to react 
peacefully to 
suffering 

 
 
Unit 2: Why did God send the 
prophets?  

● Explain the pattern 
of prophecies as 
‘Call’, ‘Message’ and 
‘Fulfilment’ 

● Analyse a Biblical 
Prophecy to identify 
it’s link to a certain 
Biblical theme 
 
 
 

soul 
● Use Scripture to 

explain why Catholics 
believe in life after 
death  

● Use Scripture to 
explain why and how 
Catholics observe 
Lenten practices  

● Use Scripture to 
explain why and how 
Catholics celebrate 
Easter  

● Use Scripture to 
explain why the 
resurrection is so 
important for Catholics  

● Use Scripture to 
explain why and who 
should be baptised  

● Use Scripture and the 
funeral rite to explain 
why funerals are 
important  

● Use Scripture to 
explain why Catholics 
believe in purgatory 
but other Christians do 
not  

Assessment: 
Knowledge Test 
Vocabulary focus 
 

Assessment: 
Knowledge Test 
Vocabulary focus 
 

Assessment: 
Knowledge Test 
Vocabulary focus 

Enrichment Opportunities: Enrichment Opportunities: Enrichment Opportunities: 

 


